
Harvard Distance Education: Take Classes from Anywhere 
Convenient and easy to use, distance learning allows anyone with access to the Internet to take a semester-long class 

from anywhere in the world.  

Our students have busy lives, often balancing family life, work, and school. That’s why Harvard Extension School 

offers more than 100 courses online, including Harvard College courses. Take a course to pursue a passion, earn credit 

toward a degree, or advance your career. 

New class lecture videos are available for you to watch weekly. You interact with classmates and instructors through 

e-mail and online media, and review and complete the scheduled assignments wherever you are most comfortable. 

This screenshot shows how a distance education course is presented. The video window appears on the left side of 

the screen, and the supplementary course materials are displayed on the right side of the screen.

TIP: You can view the first lecture of any of our 

online courses during the first week of classes. You 

do not need to register or sign in to view these 

first lectures, but note the registration and late 

registration deadlines.  

Lectures are available within 48 hours after taping. 

For more information:  

www. extension.harvard.edu/DistanceEd 

Most of our degree programs allow students to apply credit earned in an online course toward their degree. Please 

note that none of our degrees can be earned solely online. See the website to learn about residency requirements and 

additional distance education policies.

After registering for a distance education course, you will receive a registration confirmation. This will include your 

Harvard University ID number, which you will need, along with your Harvard University PIN, to view password-protected 

videos throughout the semester.  

At www.extension.harvard.edu/DistanceEd review technical requirements, watch sample lectures, and read 

through academic policies prior to the start of class to be sure that your computer can accommodate a distance learning 

course and you understand your responsibilities.

For the majority of our distance education courses, you can watch the videos any time of day, but you need to keep 

up with the course material each week.

Many distance courses have in-class hour, midterm, and final exams. If your primary residence throughout the term is 

in the 6-state New England area, you are expected to take your exams on campus as scheduled.

For a selection of online courses that apply to your prospective degree program, visit the Degree Course Search (click 

on “Courses” at our homepage, then “Degree Course Search”).

The distance education department provides extensive support to students in online courses:  

e-mail dce-distance-ed@harvard.edu or call (617) 495-4024.  

For more information: www. extension.harvard.edu/DistanceEd


